
Application Guidelines 

RIKEN Support Project for the 2026 APAC HPC-AI Competition 

 

(1) Overview 

   To address the limited participation of Japanese students in international competitions 

in computational science, the RIKEN Center for Computational Science (R-CCS) is 

launching a support program that aims to broaden students’ global perspectives through 

hands-on competition experience and foster the next generation of world-class HPC and 

AI talent. 
 We invite teams of students enrolled in universities, graduate schools, or National 

Institute of Technology (KOSEN) in Japan to apply for the support program to participate 

in the 2026 APAC HPC-AI Competition*. 

    *The APAC HPC-AI Competition is an annual international event in which student 

teams compete in high-performance computing (HPC) and AI. It is organized by the 

HPC-AI Advisory Council, and the 2025 competition―the 8th edition― featured 44 

participating teams. 

 

(2) Eligibility 

   We will provide support to a limited number of teams that meet the following criteria:  

 Team Compositions:  

 3 to 5 student members* 

 1 to 2 coaches (e.g., academic supervisors) 

        *If your team cannot meet this structure (e.g., fewer than three or more than �ive 

student members), please contact RIKEN in advance. 

 Student Enrollment Requirements:  

 All student members must remain enrolled at an educational institution in Japan 

(such as a university, graduate school, or National Institute of Technology 

(KOSEN)) from April 2026 through the competition’s award ceremony 

(scheduled for February or March 2027). 



 KOSEN students must be in the fourth year or above the regular course, or 

enrolled in the advanced course, as of April 2026. 

 Notes 

 If we receive a large number of applications, supported teams will be determined 

through a screening process. 

 Each team must include at least one student of Japanese nationality. 

 If additional members join the team after the application period, the team must 

notify RIKEN promptly. Please note that travel support (e.g., for SCA2027 or visits 

to R-CCS) may not be available for newly added members. 

 If a selected team withdraws from the competition without a justi�iable reason, 

RIKEN may terminate support and may require the return of any funds already 

provided. In addition, failure to submit required documents―or signi�icant 

delays without a valid reason―may result in the cancellation of the team’s 

selection. 

 Even if your team is not selected for support by RIKEN, you may still participate 

in the competition independently; however, no support from RIKEN will be 

provided. 

 

(3) Support Details 

 Coverage of registration fees, travel expenses, and accommodation costs for 

participation in SCA2027 (for awarded teams only). 

 Travel expenses for student members visiting R-CCS for activities related to this 

program. 

 Access to computing resources for training and preparation for the competition. 

 Notes 

 The amount of �inancial support will be determined in accordance with RIKEN’s 

regulations. In particular, accommodation costs will be covered only when an 

overnight stay is required based on the of�icial itinerary. 

 Faculty members from institutions outside RIKEN who serve as coaches are not 

eligible for travel support under this project. Any necessary expenses incurred by 

such coaches must be covered by their home institution. 



 Any cancellation fees or additional charges arising from itinerary changes or 

cancellations made for personal reasons must be borne by the individual. 

(4) Support Period 

   The support period will be approximately from April 2026 to March 2027. 

 Tentative Schedule 

­ January 28, 2026: Announcement of the competition overview 

­ Late March 2026: Announcement of teams to receive support from RIKEN 

­ Mid-May 2026: Kick-off meeting (at R-CCS) 

­ Late May 2026: Access to the training systems begins 

­ June-July 2026: Online training hosted by the competition organizers (optional) 

­ August 2026: Announcement of detailed tasks; access to the competition system 
begins 

­ Late Oct 2026: Submission of execution results and online presentations 

­ Mid-November 2026: Announcement of �inal results 

­ February-March 2027: Awards Ceremony at SCA2027 (in Singapore) 

­ Mid-March 2027: Closing Meeting (at R-CCS) 
 Notes 

 Any events not listed with a speci�ic venue/location will be held online. 

 

(5) Application Procedure 

   Deadline: 17:00 (JST), Tuesday, March 10, 2026 

   Application Method: Please complete Form 1 (Word �ile) and submit it via the online 

application form linked below. (All documents and entries must 

be prepared in English.) 

   Application Form: https://forms.gle/VSWpFFKxHrTNqxLc9 

 Notes: RIKEN’s Privacy Policy 

 In accordance with RIKEN’s Privacy Policy (RIKEN Website), any data obtained 

through our website will be strictly protected and will never be released, given, 

or lent to any third party without just cause. Please note that application 

documents will not be returned. 

https://forms.gle/VSWpFFKxHrTNqxLc9
https://www.riken.jp/privacy/


 

(6) Selection 

   If the number of applications exceeds the available capacity, a document screening 

process will be conducted based on the following candidate pro�ile. All applicants will be 

noti�ied of the selection results by late March regardless of the outcome. 

 Ideal Candidate Pro�ile 

Applicants are expected to demonstrate the following qualities:  

i. Strong Interest in the Fields of HPC and AI 

A strong interest in HPC and AI, with a clear motivation to further deepen 

your technical skills and knowledge through participation in the 

competition. Previous experience in the following is highly desirable:  

 Programming in C/C++ and Python 

 Basic �ile operations in a Linux environment and (e.g., copy, delete, 

search, edit) 

 Fundamental experience with parallel programming using MPI and 

OpenMP 

 Basic knowledge of AI and supercomputing 

ii. Collaborative Attitude and Proactive Mindset 

The ability to work collaboratively with team members throughout the 

competition―from tackling technical challenges to preparing the �inal 

presentation. We place high value on a positive, proactive approach to 

problem-solving. 

iii. Willingness to Communicate in English 

The ability and willingness to actively express ideas in English. We 

emphasize communication effort and motivation, rather than perfect 

language pro�iciency. 

 

(7) Important Notes 

 Language 

The of�icial language used in the competition is English. All administrative 

procedures and communications with RIKEN, however, will be conducted in 



Japanese. 

 Student Status 

If selected as a supported team, student members will be granted “Student 

Trainee” status at RIKEN. Applicants must con�irm in advance that their home 

institution can provide the necessary cooperation and approvals required for this 

status and for participation in this program. 

 Unforeseen Circumstances  

In the event of any unforeseen circumstances arising during the program, matters 

will be handled in accordance with RIKEN’s relevant regulations. 

 Public Relations 

  

Participants are expected to cooperate with RIKEN’s public relations activities to 

the greatest extent possible. 

 

(8) Inquiries 

   Outreach Group, RIKEN Center for Computational Science (R-CCS) 

   E-mail: r-ccs-koho [at] ml.riken.jp 

   (When emailing, please change the [at] in the email above to @ before sending.) 


